Some Great Things for the Kids!

Chatham is such a perfect place to create those family memories and also have a great learning experience with so many activities available to keep the kids occupied and having fun.
Oyster Pond near the center of town offers swimming lessons as well as a great beach for sunning with the children.
The town also offers tennis lessons during the summer on the town courts.
If you have some young baseball fans, the Chatham Anglers, some of the best college players in the country, offer a baseball camp for several weeks for all ages.
How about sailing?  Lessons are available at the Chatham Yacht Club on Pleasant Bay and at the Stage Harbor Yacht Club at Stage Harbor.  There are excellent instructors…races…and fun!  Cape Cod Sea Camps in Brewster overlooking Cape Cod Bay is worth considering if you will be here for an extended stay.
Seal watches right here in Chatham are fun for the family and whale watches are offered in Provincetown and out of Barnstable Harbor.  The Beachcomer… www.sealwatch.com …508-945-5265..offers you a ride on an old time trolley to get to the boat to then go sailing out to see the seals. You can also take their water taxi to North Beach and see the private camps where owners love to spend the weekend in …shall we say…rustic conditions.  Outermost Adventures at www.outermostharbor.com  508-945-5858 also offers seal watching as well as a water taxi to South Beach.    
Shell fishing is a large industry in Chatham with many commercial fishermen earning their livelihood this way.  If you would like to try this with your family, go to the town permit department on George Ryder Road near the airport for a family permit and then to Cape Fishermen’s Supply on Depot Road.  They will help you with all the equipment you need and suggest places for you to dig for soft shell clams, razor clams and hard shell clams. 
There are several nearby golf courses for another family activity.  The Chatham Seaside Links course has some stunning views of Pleasant Bay and North Beach and the ocean beyond.  It is a short course that beginners can enjoy.  Cranberry Valley in Harwich, the Captains Course in Brewster and Dennis Pines and Dennis Highlands in Dennis are all fine public courses.  Cape Cod National and Eastward Ho! are nearby private courses where you need to have a member to play with.
The Skateboard Park is located on Sam Ryder Road near the airport for another activity.
Sightseeing tours are offered at the airport…and for the really adventurous, skydiving is also available there.
The Bike Trail is a great activity for the entire family.  Under “Community” on this website is extensive information on the trail as well as a map.  Chatham Cycle at 193 Depot Road…508-945-8981…has rental bikes.
There is saltwater and freshwater fishing available.  A license is necessary for freshwater fishing but not for saltwater fishing.  Perhaps you have seen families fishing off the Mitchell River Bridge.  If you want to be more adventurous, there are some fine fishing charter boats around the area for deep sea fishing.  The captain and mate will clean the fish you catch and you can enjoy it for dinner!  Cape Cod Charters… www.capefishingcharters.com …at 508-945-2256 and Fishtale Sportfishing at www.fishtalesportfishing.com … at 508-432-3783 are two of the many charter  boats available.  
Going to the Fish Pier on Shore Road about 3 o’clock in the afternoon is both entertaining and educational.  The fishermen are off loading their fish after having been out since the very early morning.  There are docents there to tell you all about the fishing and the fresh fish that Chatham is noted for.
The Friday night Chatham Band Concerts are a Chatham institution!  Every Friday night starting in July, the Band plays in the gazebo in Kate Gould Park next to the Wayside Inn…a very festive occasion!
Chatham has the quintissential small town BIG Fourth of July Parade!  Take the family for the Pancake Breakfast at the school first and then find a place on Main Street to enjoy the parade.  In 2012, this will be an extra special event as the town is celebrating its 300th anniversary.
In August is the Festival of the Arts at Chase Park on Cross Street, a vetted collection of exceptional art in all mediums with food and face painting for the children.
Is it a rainy day?  Perhaps the family would enjoy learning more about the history of Chatham at the Atwood House Museum on Stage Harbor Road.  One of the oldest homes in Chatham has many fascinating exhibits about life through the hundreds of years the town has been here.  Downstairs are “The Tools of the Trade”, in the barn are the famous Alice Stalknacht murals of the townspeople in a biblical setting and there is also an original camp rescued from North Beach with a cast iron stove and even an outhouse!
If you are here off season, there are still many family oriented activities.
Spring Fling is in May offering food vendors, arts and crafts and a maypole.
The Pumpkin People in the Park is a fun event where various merchants display their creations at an Oktoberfest with food, music and bobbing for apples at Kate Gould Park.
Chatham’s Christmas By The Sea is in early December with Santa arriving via a Coastguard boat and an evening stroll through town with refreshments at various shops on Main Street decorated for the holidays.
First Night in Chatham ushers in the New Year with events for the entire family starting at noon.  A costumed run, a town picture at the Lighthouse and many events in venues all over the town for the children such as magic shows and other performances culminating in a noise parade down Main Street start the festivities.  At night there is music of all kinds as well as hayrides and other entertainment.  The highlight of course is the descent of the giant codfish at Oyster Pond bringing in the New Year.  This is followed by quite a display of fireworks viewed over the pond.  Badges are needed to access the indoor activities and may be purchased at many stores downtown.  
 
