Town Landings in Chatham

Surrounded by water on two sides, Chatham has an amazing amount of town landings…37 of them!  However, very few of them are suitable to launch a boat from.
Ryders Cove just off Route 28 in North Chatham seems to be the most popular venue for bass and tuna fishermen to go out through one of the “cuts” in North Beach from Pleasant Bay to the Atlantic.  This can be a bit dangerous so do use caution as the channels change quite often.  With a paved ramp, this popular landing is a victim of its own success and it is strongly advised to check with the town about non-resident regulations for use.  One can register online for a reservation for the weekend launches at the town website…. www.townofchathamma.gov  
Crows Pond Landing across from Eastward Ho! Country Club has become increasingly popular due to the aggravation of traffic at Ryders Cove.  Parking of boat trailers is difficult and sometimes they must be parked a half mile away during the height of bass season.
Barn Hill Landing at the end of Barn Hill Road is popular with the local fishermen.  Again parking may be a problem for trailers, but it has the advantage of being the best place to launch to go through Stage Harbor and out to Nantucket Sound.
Bridge Street Landing by Stage Harbor Marine is another possibility but very limited trailer parking.
 Stage Harbor Landing by the Harbormaster’s Office is restricted to residents from Memorial Day to Labor Day. 
All of the above landings have paved ramps.
Cowyard Landing off Old Harbor Road is a place to drop a kayak in the water.  There is limited parking here.
Jackknife Cove off Route 28 just north of Eastward Ho! is another possibility to launch into Pleasant Bay.  Here the parking lot is an adventure even in an SUV, due to a very steep slope. This landing is appropriate for a kayak not a boat…but there is parking available.
Here is a list of the other landings in Chatham.  They are basically access points to the water and not places to easily launch a boat.
Nantucket Sound Landings and Beaches
Pleasant Beach, Forest Beach, Mill Creek, Taylors Pond, Cockle Cove Beach, Vineyard Avenue, Oyster Pond Furlong, Oyster Pond Beach, Sears Point, Battlefield Landing, Champlain Road, Port Fortune Road, Footpaths at both sides of the Mitchell River Bridge, Little Mill Pond. 

Pleasant Bay and Ocean Landings and Beaches
Bearses Lane (near the Beach and Tennis Club), Lighthouse Beach, Andrew Hardings Lane, Holway Street, Eliphamets Lane, Clafin Landing, Fish Pier, Scatteree Town Landing, Cotchpinicut Town Landing, Herring Run, Strong Island Town Landing.
Now here are all these lovely landings…and little parking!  What are some alternatives?  If one has a home in Chatham, you can put your name on the list for a mooring.  Depending on where the mooring is, the wait can be up to eight years.  Another possibility is to rent a slip in one of our boatyards.  Ryders Cove Boatyard, Oyster River Boatyard and Yacht Basin and Stage Harbor Marine are all offering fine locations and excellent service.  Granted, this is an expense but it can save the frustration of not being able to be out on the water when the fish are biting! 
